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Plan

by Bob Jacoby 

The Forest Service has finally released the Decision Notice and Finding of No Significant Impact for the Environmental Assessment of the Access and Travel Management (ATM) Plan for the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie River.  The ATM Plan spells out which roads and trails will remain in the valley under each of the alternatives, and to what level they will be used and maintained in the future.  

The selected ATM Plan:

In the Decision Notice, released on April 20, 2005, the Forest Service has selected Alternative E (the Preferred Alternative), revised from last year’s alternative in order to make it more workable for the private property owners in the affected area, including Northwest Wilderness Pro​grams.

After meeting with private property owners in December of 2003, The Forest Service withdrew their original Record of Decision to allow more time to try to work out some of the details behind the Decision, most importantly the road agreement that all parties must agree to (more on the agreement later).

No Taylor River Gate

The ATM Plan no longer includes the seasonal gate that would have been constructed near the Taylor River Bridge   This gate would have been open during the summer months, but closed during the winter months, with accessibility during those winter months controlled by a combination lock.  

The removal of this gate from the plan will eliminate the inevitable user conflicts that would have arisen from the use of the combination lock, with some people having the combination and other people trying to persuade or physically force them into divulging that combination.  Seeing the potential for serious user conflicts, the Forest Service has wisely dropped this idea from the final ATM Plan.

Although removed from the Plan, the Forest Service has kept wording in the document that could allow them to revisit this idea if there are too many problems between Taylor River and Dingford Creek.  We will need to see what their criteria will be for this evaluation.

Dingford Creek Gate

The ATM Plan will gate the road at Dingford Creek with no public motorized vehicle access beyond that point, converting it essentially to a multiple-use trail, an element borrowed from Alternative C.  Private property holders will have limited service vehicle use, provided that they help pay for road repairs and maintenance, but the gate would otherwise always be locked.  This would be similar to how the Quartz Creek Road (just beyond the Taylor River Bridge) is presently used.  The hike to Goldmyer would be about 4.5 miles each way. 

The converted road bed will make an excellent bike, hiking, and horseback path to Goldmyer and beyond, with the possibility that the current Dutch Miller Trailhead would eventually become a hike/bike/horse camping area at the end of the existing roadway.

Road Agreement

Private property owners (inholders), such as Goldmyer Hot Springs and the various mining claims, will be allowed vehicular service access beyond Dingford Creek, provided they sign easements and a road maintenance agreement with the Forest Service.

The Forest Service claims that they have minimal interest in maintaining a road beyond Dingford Creek, and their plan for the road would be to make it part of the trail system.  If there is no road agreement or formal easement signed by the inholders, the road would be decommissioned and converted to a trail.  Service access would be limited to foot, bicycle, and pack animals.

Under the road agreement that the Forest Service has proposed, they would provide a portion of maintenance and reconstruction costs proportional to what it would cost to maintain a trail along this stretch of road, and the inholders would have to provide the rest of the costs necessary to maintain the road to the width of a vehicular right-of-way.  

The Forest Service plans to repair the surface of the road before handing maintenance duties off to the inholders.  This is a very equitable gesture on their part- this stretch of road has seen little or no maintenance in the last 20+ years, and has deteriorated to the point where it is nearly impassable in many areas, and would have been a miserable trail and bike path in its current state.

When this long-delayed mainten​ance is completed, the road should be a pleasure to hike, bike, or ride, with most of those horrendously huge puddles gone!  You will be able to get to Goldmyer on a bicycle just about as fast as you can get there now in a car!
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Here is a revised map showing the new gate at Dingford Creek, new footbridges near Goldmyer, the new Campground, and the new CCC Trail extension.

See: ATM Decision, page 2

ATM Decision may also lead the way for other changes in the valley

From Page 1

Lower valley improvements

A Federal Highway proposal to pave the lower Middle Fork Road all the way to Taylor River is continuing through its own process, and several open houses have been held in North Bend to solicit ideas and comments about that project.  We will provide more news as it becomes available…

As an initial part of the ATM project, most of the short spur roads in the valley have now been decommissioned.  Several of the short spurs that led to the river banks have been blocked off with large boulders to create very nice walking paths.

A new campground should soon start taking shape near Taylor River.  Construction is scheduled to begin early this summer, and the campground may be open by next summer!  

Walk-in day use and camping in the lower valley will be allowed at other sites such as the Pratt River Bar, the River Bend, and Camp Brown, with vehicle access blocked, and with various campsites improved and hardened, but this work may only occur if Forest Service budgets allow.  Other than new toilets at the Dingford Creek Trailhead and the new campground, no new sanitation facilities are budgeted at this time for any of these other use areas.

The CCC Road and the Quartz Creek Road both are potential road-to-trail conversions. A trail is nearly completed that is referred to as the “CCC Extension”.  This new trail starts just past where the CCC Road meets the Middle Fork Road (at the big rock cliff), and continues up toward the Taylor River Bridge, utilizing some portions of old spur roads along the way.  The trail is usable now, but expect further work to be done in the next year or so.  Take an enjoyable walk along it this summer!

While not formally part of the ATM Plan, two new footbridges are planned in the vicinity of Goldmyer Hot Springs, one at Burntboot Creek and one at the Middle Fork River. The footbridges will be a big help with access during the many high-water episodes each year!  The article below contains more information about these projects.

To see the latest on the ATM Decision visit the Mt. Baker National Forest website at the following address:

http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/mbs/projects/mf_atm/index.shtml

NOVA grant provides funding for a new footbridge planned near Goldmyer!
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We have just recently heard the very good news that we have now secured major funding to help build a footbridge across the Middle Fork River!  The Forest Service has been working with the State of Washington to secure funds that will enable them to build a new footbridge over the Middle Fork near our traditional crossing area!  

A proposal was presented to the State NOVA (Nonhighway and Off-Road Vehicle Activities) Program directors in late January.  NOVA money comes from a tiny, percentage of the gas tax, and this money funds both motorized (ORV) and non-motorized (hike/bike/horseback) recreational projects.  

The Power-Point presentation by the Forest Service illustrated the need for this bridge, and its proximity to the state’s largest urban center.  Safety issues, overcrowding of the Alpine Lakes Wilderness trails along I-90, and the ability to create several low-elevation loop trails were key points in the presentation.  

The directors at the NOVA hearing were impressed by the very modest cost of the project, and with the level of volunteer and non-profit support for the project.  As a result, this project was ranked sixth out of 27 proposals, 16 of which were recommended for funding.

The timeline for this project has an estimated completion date of summer 2006, and some of the work may begin later this summer.  There will be lots of digging, concrete mixing, and construction-related activities that volunteers will be welcome to participate in.  A number of our members were active in the construction of the large arched footbridge near Taylor River, and we are eager to put what we learned on that project to work again on this one!  

If this sounds interesting to you, please let us know at our office, and let us know what activities you are interested in, or what construction skills you may have to offer!  We will gladly keep you informed of upcoming work projects via our website and our office.

A bridge over Burntboot Creek

A footbridge is also being planned by the Forest Service to cross over Burntboot Creek just beyond our property!  This bridge will complete a missing link along the Middle Fork Trail, a trail that extends over ten miles downstream to the Middle Fork Trailhead and footbridge near Taylor River.  

Along with the new foot bridge across the Middle Fork, and the existing foot bridges near Taylor River and our Hardscrabble property, this bridge will help to create a network of shorter loop trails up and down the valley, making loops of between five and ten miles each.

Various designs are still under consideration for the Burntboot location, one of the more interesting being a suspension bridge.  Whatever bridge does get built, it will surely have a spectacular view up Burntboot Creek toward Mt. Thompson!  

Volunteers are needed!

And once again, volunteers will be needed to see this project through to its completion, so come join us on either or both of these exciting projects!

Keep an eye on our website at http://www.goldmyer.org/ for ongoing details about upcoming work parties, and how you can help.  

Our members’ Bulletin Board

We will be posting the latest information on our Goldmyer Bulletin Board.  This is a great way to stay in touch with what’s happening at Goldmyer to join a work party, find or give a ride to Goldmyer, look at recent photos and trip reports, and get to know some of the many Goldmyer visitors and volunteers!

Just click on the link at our website home page to see our bulletin board!

How is the road doing on the way to Goldmyer Hot Springs?

We are always at the mercy of Mother Nature when it comes to access in the Middle Fork valley!  There always seems to be some good news and some bad news to report.

During late summer and early fall there was a road crew working on the stretch of road between Taylor River and Dingford Creek.  When they were done, that section of road was as smooth as any of us can remember!  A layer of gravel topped it all off, and the only areas that required any concern at all were some new drainage dips that were constructed using small rock in place of culverts.  

Last fall was fairly mild, and no major washouts occurred along the road,


-----------------------------

The volunteers of Northwest Wilderness Programs publish GOLDMYER NEWS.  If you have any articles, photos or other items to contribute to the news​letter, please call Bob Jacoby, (206) 525-0608, or Beth Burman at our office, (206) 789-5631.  We gladly welcome anyone who would like to help us put out the best newsletter possible!
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but we weren’t going to get off easy after all!  In January we had a strong “Pine​apple Express” come through that left several nasty washouts at the usual locations along the road.  The road is once again living up to its designation as

Our Calendar of Events- 2005-2006

Here is a calendar of events for the upcoming months. We have added some monthly topics to our meeting agendas in hopes of attracting members to the various topics. Due to changing road and river  conditions it is always a good  idea

OUR  SCHEDULE:

Monthly Meeting:

July 11


Topic: open

Monthly Meeting:

August 1


Topic: open

Volunteers' Weekend:
Sept 3 - 5

Monthly Meeting:

September 12


Topic: voting member selection

Monthly Meeting:

October 3


*Annual Members' Meeting*

Monthly Meeting:

November 7


Topic: work projects (review)

Monthly Meeting:

December 5


Topic: budget

--------------- CLIP HERE AND MAIL IN ---------------


 “high-clearance vehicles only”!  These obstacles are all passable with the right vehicle and some care, and sooner or later the Forest Service will get around to fixing them.  Until then, check with our office regarding the latest conditions!

to call our office for confirmation of work party dates, road conditions, and other details about upcoming work parties.  Our monthly meetings are held at 6:00pm in our office at 202 N. 85th St., Room 106.

Monthly Meeting:

January 2


Topic: budget

Monthly Meeting:

February 6


Topic: work projects (planning)

Monthly Meeting:

March 6


Topic: office issues

Monthly Meeting:

April 3


Topic: caretaker's issues

Monthly Meeting:

May 1


Topic: education 

Monthly Meeting:

June 5


Topic: open

Monthly Meeting:

July 10


Topic: open

Membership Application --- NORTHWEST WILDERNESS PROGRAMS




A Non-Profit Washington Corporation, Tax-Exempt Under I.R.C. sect.501(c)(3)

I would like more information about:

[  ]
Sustaining Memberships

[  ]
Working Memberships


I would like to volunteer my skills for:


[  ]    Trail work 

[  ]     Forest rehabilitation


[  ]    Construction 
[  ]     Supplies hauling


[  ]    Fund-raising 
[  ]     Education projects


[  ]    Other: _______________________________

I'd like to join Northwest Wilderness Programs:

[  ]
$40 Membership (4 Adult visits)

[  ]
$60 Membership (6 Adult visits)

[  ]
$80 Membership (8 Adult visits)

[  ]
$30 Laminated Self-Guided Nature Tour Book

[  ]
$20 Regular Self-Guided Nature Tour Book

NAME _______________________________________

ADDRESS ____________________________________

CITY ________________________STATE___________

ZIP ________________PHONE ___________________

EMAIL (optional) _______________________________


I would like to pay by Credit Card:

(MAKE SURE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS AT LEFT MATCH YOUR ACCOUNT!)


[  ] Visa       


[  ] MasterCard
Expiration Date: ______________


Account Number: __________________________ 


Signature: _______________________________ 

I'd like to send a gift to my friend:

[  ]
$40 Membership (4 Adult visits)

[  ]
$60 Membership (6 Adult visits)

[  ]
$80 Membership (8 Adult visits)

[  ]
$30 Laminated Self-Guided Nature Tour Book

[  ]
$20 Regular Self-Guided Nature Tour Book

[  ]
Please send a newsletter and brochure

NAME _______________________________________

ADDRESS ____________________________________

CITY ________________________STATE___________

ZIP ________________PHONE ___________________

Send Check, Money Order, or Credit Card info to:


Northwest Wilderness Programs


202 N. 85th St.,  Suite 106


Seattle, WA  98103


       Northwest Wilderness Programs


     Office Hours

Northwest Wilderness Pro​grams is a non-profit organi​zation whose goal is the preser​vation of Goldmyer Hot Springs. 95% of all funds received are used for charitable purposes. Infor​mation regarding NWWP is available from the Washington Secretary of State. With the exception of the Goldmyer prop​erty manager and part-time office help, the staff and work force of North​west Wilderness Programs is a com​pletely volunteer organiz​ation. We receive no compen​sation for our efforts except the enjoyment of the Gold​myer property and the fulfillment  that comes with the efforts of attaining a worthwhile goal. 

We invite those who use the springs to become members of this orga​nization.

OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Don Stonack ...................Chairman

Gary Brunt ......................President

Barry Brunt…..................Treasurer

Chuck Routh ...................Secretary

Bob Jacoby ..................…..Director

Darren Emmons.........…....Director

Andre Burman......….........Director

Our office in Seattle is the hub of our communications net​work, with Beth Burman holding down the fort. In addition to handling the Reserva​tions Hotline, Beth will gladly give you the current road conditions, information about memberships, upcoming events and work parties, and answer any other questions you might have.

Best times to reach Beth are Tuesday afternoon and Friday evening, but the recorder is on 24 hours a day, and Beth will get back to you during those office hours. Remember the number:
(206) 789-5631

 


Monthly Meetings




Working Weekends

Meetings of Northwest Wil​der​ness Programs are held (at 6:00pm) each month (usually on the first Mon​day of the month) at our of​fice in the Greenwood area of Seat​tle, at 202 N. 85th St, Room 106. Anyone who is inter​ested may attend these meet​ings, and we wel​come your input. If you have a topic you would like to discuss during the next meet​ing, Gary  Brunt   will   gladly   put  it  on  the agenda for the meeting if you leave a message at his office at (206) 784-6346.

Members are eligible to become voting members after 2 years of active participation in the organization, and upon nom​ination by a current board mem​ber and approval of the board. Please turn to page 3 for a schedule of upcoming monthly meetings for the next few months.

Our working members hold scheduled work parties several times a year (when weather or road conditions permit) to work on various projects at Goldmyer Hot Springs. We invite everyone who wishes to help to join us on these work parties. If you would like to join us, call the office for information regarding our next work party, and let us know your skills. Also note the dates of our upcoming work parties on page 3.
GOLDMYER  HOT SPRINGS
NORTHWEST      WILDERNESS      PROGRAMS

202 N. 85TH ST.
      SEATTLE, WA. 98103
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A Seattle Times article on May 2, 2005 included this map of changes coming to the Middle Fork valley.
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A  preliminary site plan for the new foot bridge over the Middle Fork









